
 

 

2017 OFFICERS 

 

Albert Liou 

President 

Jones Day 

 

Sang Shin 

President-Elect 

Foster, LLP 

 

Nickie Tran 

Vice President of Community 

Relations 

Porter Hedges LLP 

 

Jennifer Fung 

Vice President of Development 

Family Care 

 

Janet Brown 

Vice President of Membership 

CEVA Logistics 

 

Tom Nguyen 

Vice President of Programs 

Pintail Oil & Gas, LLC 

 

Nadine Chen 

Secretary 

Law Office of Kathryn N. Karam, 

P.C. 

 

David Hsu 

Treasurer 

Givens and Johnston PLLC 

New 2018 Officers  
& Elected Director 

The AABA congratulates the following newly elected Officers for 2018 and 
Elected Director for 2018-2019! 

President: Sang Shin, Foster LLP 

President-Elect: Jennifer Fung, Association Health  Care  Management, Inc. 

Vice President of Development: Caroline Cho, Weycer, Kaplan, Pulask i & 
Zuber, P.C. 

Vice President of Membership: Minnie Tsai, Quan Law Group  

Vice President of Programs: Tony Shih, Norton Rose  Fulb right 

Vice President of Community Relations: Nickie Tran, Porter Hedges 

Secretary: Heaven Chee, Hogan Love lls 

Treasurer: David Hsu, Givens & Johnston 

Elected Director: Alison Chen, Ak in Gump Strauss Hauer & Fe ld   

Nov / Dec 
          

NEWSLETTER 
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Asian American Bar  

Association of Houston 

Entrepreneur & Law Event 
 

Aspiring entrepreneurs inside 

and outside the AABA 

attended a panel discussion on 

December 12 on the path from 

law to entrepreneurship.  After 

a networking reception, former 

attorneys Youngro Lee (co-

founder, NextSeed) and 

Thomas Nguyen (co-founder, 

Peli Peli), as well as Devin 

Licata (co-owner, TPG Real 

Estate) shared their 

experiences in how each 

started and achieved success in 

their respective businesses.  

Thanks to VP of Programs 

Tom Nguyen and President-

Elect Sang Shin for organizing 

this unique event, and to Tom 

Nguyen for moderating the 

discussion. 



 

 

2017 COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS 
 

Corporate Counsel Committee 
 

Mai Huynh  
Texas United Corporation  
 

Judith Kim 

Dynegy Inc. 
 

Melody Wang 
Kane, Russell, Coleman & Logan P.C.  
 

Gala Committee 
 

Ray Chung  

Blank Rome LLP 
 

Michele Nguyen 

Law Office of Michele Nguyen 
 

Minnie Tsai 

Quan Law Group PLLC 
 

Amelia Xu 

Paul Hastings LLP 
 

Mentorship and Law School 

Relations Committee 
 

Cathleen Chang 

Andrews Kurth LLP 
 

Cindy Dinh 

U.S. District Court, S.D. Tex. 
 

Li Moneypenny 

Shell Oil Co. 
 

Technology and Web Committee 
 

David Hsu  

Givens and Johnston PLLC 
 

James Vergara 

Patterson & Sheridan LLP 
 

Social Committee 
 

Stephanie Chi 

TMK IPSCO 
 

Tina Huynh 

Duff & Phelps 
 

Tony Shih 

Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 

 

Minnie Tsai 

Quan Law Group PLLC 
 

Solo & Small Firm Committee 
 

Tina Li 

Hao Law, P.C. 
 

Cory Liu 

Reynolds Frizzell LLP 

 

AABA Holiday Luncheon 
 

On December 9, members of the AABA and their families closed out the year 

with our annual Holiday Luncheon and Toy and Coat Drive with the AABF and 

Boat People SOS.  The holiday party was held at Yard House at City Centre, 

where attendees enjoyed a casual lunch and great company.  In all, attendees 

donated new toys and new winter coats for over 40 boys and girls (estimated 

value of $1,600).  Thank you to our 2017 social committee chairs Stephanie Chi, 

Tina Huynh, Tony Shih, and Minnie Tsai for organizing the luncheon. 

 

The AABA welcomes the 

following  

new and renewing 

members in  

November & December:  

 

 

Andy Chen 

Thi Tra 

Jing Tong 

Ethan Gao 

Monica Hwang 

 

Rosa Y. Sung 

Yvonne Ho 

Nicole Su 

Chen Zhang 



 

 

BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 

 
Audrey Chang, Chair 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP  
 

Michael Chu 
U.S. Department of Justice 
 

Anna Ha 
Sidley Austin, LLP 
 

Vinh Ho 
South Texas College of Law  
Houston 
 

Warren Huang 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
 

Gary Ilagan 
Munsch Hardt Kopf & Harr, 
P.C. 
 

Philip Lau 
Locke Lord LLP 
 

Chris Lee 
Superior Energy Services 

 

Judy Liu 
CenterPoint Energy  
 

Eunice Song 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 
 

Russell Wong 
Blank Rome LLP 

 

2017 NOMINATIONS  
COMMITTEE  
 

Heaven Chee 

Hogan Lovells, LLP 

 

Alison Chen  

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 

Feld, LLP 

 

Helene Dang  

Foster, LLP 

 

Sang Shin 

Foster, LLP 

 

Joseph Tung  

Tung Law Firm, PLLC 

 

2017 Year in Review 

The AABA celebrated another successful year.  Many thanks to our 

wonderful officers, committee chairs, and directors for making all of our 

events and programs possible.  We couldn’t have done it without you!  

Among the year’s many highlights: 

 Continuing another year of the AABA’s mentorship programs for law 

students and mid-level attorneys, respectively, featuring a career panel 

discussion featuring Michael Chu, Helene Dang, and Yvonne Ho; law 

school interview workshop; and Escape the Room social event 

 Happy hour and dinner socials at Axelrad Beer Garden, Kitchen 713, Peli 

Peli, and Kiran’s, including a Hurricane Harvey fundraiser happy hour 

which raised close to $1,000 for hurricane victims 

 A panel discussion in April featuring Danielle Bartz, Claudia Gee Vassar, 

Rebecca Jasso, and Mark Lee to urge the increase in Asian-American 

presence on non-profit and public sector boards 

 Awarding the AABA’s Project Blueprint Grant to grant winner Amelia Xu 

for her participation in the United Way of Greater Houston’s 2018 Project 

Blueprint program 

 Holding a Town Hall discussion for current leaders and past leaders of the 

AABA to discuss current challenges faced by Asian-American attorneys 

and sharing ideas for the future of the AABA  

 Networking socials and a panel discussion for solo and small firm 

attorneys featuring panelists Trang Nguyen, David Quan, and Bill Ramey 

 Preparing wills and estate planning documents for 29 pro bono clients in 

Houston’s Asian-American community 

 Staffing a Houston Volunteer Lawyers Saturday Clinic together with 

Houston Lawyers Association 

 Joining the Houston Diverse Bar Coalition, a coalition of bar associations 

focused on advancing diversity in the Houston legal community 

 Annual AABA Gala and Silent Auction at the Royal Sonesta Houston, 

featuring keynote speaker Frank H. Wu, and impact award winners 

Kenneth Eng, Timothy Seo, and William Sim 

 Organizing and co-hosting a Hurricane Harvey FEMA appeals training 

with the State Bar of Texas, Asian Pacific Interest Section 

 Annual AABA Corporate Counsel Dinner at Artisan’s Restaurant, 

featuring keynote speaker Lance Lightfoot 

Keep an eye out  in January for an email announcement of 

Upcoming 2018 Events! 



          Asian American Bar Association of Houston 
 www.aabahouston.com 2017 Membership Application/Renewal 

       
        

 $60 General Member 
 $30  Public Interest Attorney 
 $30  Government Attorney • Judge  
 $30  Solo Practitioner  
 $30  First Time New Members 
 $0 Law Student • Retired Attorney • Transitional Attorney* 

 
Bar Number and Jurisdiction                

Last Name          First Name          

Employer                
 
Address                 
 
City             State      ZIP       

Office #            Home #         

Fax #            E-Mail         

Area(s) of Practice               

Law School and Graduation Year             
 
Language(s) Spoken              
 
Would you like to receive the AABA Newsletter by E-Mail?       Yes      No 
 
Would you like your business contact information listed in the 2017 AABA Online Directory?       Yes       No 
 
By completing this membership application, I hereby consent to the receipt of notice of meeting through 
electronic means.      
 
Please give us any comments or programming suggestions you might have:        
 
                  
 
Please indicate any committees on which you would be interested in serving: 

 
 Gala/Silent Auction     Social       Mentorship/Law School Relations   Community Service/Pro Bono   

 Solo and Small Firm       Corporate Counsel       Technology/Social Media   
 

Make checks payable to AABA and submit application and fee to: 
 

AABA 
ATTN: Membership 

P.O. Box 1554 
Houston, Texas 77251 

 
Send any inquiries concerning AABA membership to  

VP of Membership Janet Brown at Janet.Brown@Cevalogistics.com. 
 

You may also apply and pay online at www.aabahouston.com 
 
 
 
*Transitional attorneys refer to those attorneys currently not employed.  



 
Many Thanks to the AABA’s Top 

Underwriters of 2016-2017! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLATINUM UNDERWITER 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOLD UNDERWRITERS 
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