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The Asian American Bar Association (AABA) of Houston is a voluntary organization of lawyers of Asian heritage or who have Asian 

American interests, dedicated to promoting diversity within the legal profession and Houston community. 
 

 
 

2013 OFFICERS 
Alice C. Huang 
President 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
 
Helene N. Dang 
President-Elect 
FosterQuan LLP 
 

Clinton Yu 
Vice President of Community Relations 
Givens & Johnston PLLC 
 

Eunice Song 
Vice President of Development 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 
 
Claire Lin 
Vice President of Membership 
Chevron 
 
Sharon Yin 
Vice President of Programs 
Lam, Lyn & Philip PC 
 

Janine Yee 
Secretary 
Porter Hedges LLP 
 

Erick Wang 
Treasurer 
DLA Piper (US) 

 

DIRECTORS 
Audrey Chang, Chair 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP  
 
Daniel H. Chen 
Nguyen Jazrawi & Chen, PLLC 
 
Todd E. Chen 
Winstead PC  
 

Vinh Ho 
Boat People SOS 
 
Jenny Hyun 
Weingarten Realty Investors  
 
Judith Kim 
Axiom Global 
 
Phillina Lai 
BP America Production Company 
 
Judy Y. Liu 
CenterPoint Energy Service Company LLC 
 

Joseph T. Tung 
Law Office of Joseph Tung 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Congratulations! 

 
The following AABA Members 

were honored in the 
Lawyers of Color’s 

Inaugural Hot List Issue 2013: 
 

Audrey Chang 
Helene Dang 
Janine Yee 
Sharon Yin 
Clinton Yu 

 
The Hot List Issue recognizes 

attorneys of color who are excelling in 
the legal profession and who have had 

noteworthy accomplishments or are 
active in legal pipeline initiatives. 

Congratulations to all the 2013  
AABA honorees! 

 



                  
    
   

 

2013 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Social Committee 

Claudia Gee Vassar 
Baker Williams Matthiesen LLP 
 
Sandy Huynh 
The Law Offices of Michael J. Scott, P.C. 
 

Mentorship and Law School Relations 
Committee 

Jennifer Fung 
Rabie Law Firm, LLP 
 
Melody Wang 
Kane Russell Coleman & Logan PC 
 
Catharine Yen 
FosterQuan LLP 
 

Gala Committee 
Anna Ha 
Sidley Austin LLP 
 
Albert Liou 
Jones Day 
 
Debbie Yee 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
 

Corporate Counsel Committee 
Janet Brown 
Ceva Logistics 
 
Juvie Cruz 
Pagel, Davis & Hill, P.C. 
 
Chris Lee 
Targa Resources Corporation 
 

Solo & Small Firm Committee 
Caroline Cho 
Rapfogel Law Firm  PLLC 
 
Julie Pi Evans 
Julie Pi Evans Law Firm 
 
Brendon Singh 
Corral Tran Singh, LLP 
 

Technology and Web Committee 
David Hsu  
Proserv Operations, Inc. 
 
Susan Tran 
Corral Tran Singh, LLP 
 

Nominations Committee 
Helene N. Dang, Chair 
FosterQuan LLP 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

2013 AABA WOMEN 
ATTORNEYS RETREAT 

 
Join your fellow AABA women attorneys for a 
special professional development opportunity! 
 
 

DATE: 
Saturday, October 26, 2013 

 
TIME: 

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

PLACE: 
FosterQuan LLP Galleria Office 

5177 Richmond Avenue, Suite 800 
Houston, Texas  77056 

 
PANEL TOPICS: 

 
Gender Differences in Negotiation Styles  

How women lawyers can play to their strengths and 
overcome challenges in negotiations. 

 
Planning for a Secure Financial Future  

Be empowered by learning how to take control of your 
financial future. 

 
DETAILS: 

 
Breakfast is included. 

1 hour CLE credit pending. 
This event is free and is open to women attorneys only – 

thank you. 
 

RSVP by October 25, 2013 at www.aabahouston.com 
 

Questions?  Contact AABA President Alice Huang at 
huangac@gtlaw.com. 



 

AABA  
9th Annual  

Corporate Counsel Dinner 
 

Featuring Keynote Speaker 
Peggy Chang Barber 
Assistant General Counsel 

Global Sales Strategy 
Hewlett-Packard Company 

 
DATE: 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 
 

TIME: 
Reception 

6:00 
 

Dinner and Program 
7:00 

 
PLACE: 

RDG + Bar Annie 
1800 Post Oak Boulevard 
Houston, Texas  77056 

 
TICKETS: 

In-House Counsel:  One complimentary ticket 
AABA Members, Guests, and Others:  $100 per ticket 

 

Please RSVP and purchase tickets by November 6, 2013. 
 

In-house counsel, please RSVP with Corporate Counsel Committee Co-Chair, Janet Brown, at 
Janet.Brown@Cevalogistics.com. 

Everyone else, please RSVP and purchase tickets online at www.aabahouston.com. 
 

No tickets will be sold at the door.  Space is limited! 
 

The Corporate Counsel Dinner is graciously underwritten by Latham & Watkins and Gardere Wynne Sewell. 
 

For questions, contact Corporate Counsel Committee Co-Chair, Janet Brown at Janet.Brown@Cevalogistics.com. 
 

 
 



In case you missed the  
2013 AABA Gala and Silent Auction . . .  

 
Some of the Silent Auction items are still available for sale!  The items listed below are available at 
the listed price.  If you are interested in purchasing any of these auction items, please contact Eunice 
Song at esong@gardere.com or 713-276-5079.  All proceeds benefit the Asian American Bar 
Foundation, the 501(c)(3) charitable arm of the AABA. 
 
 

  Price 

 GENERAL AUCTION ITEMS  

1. Photography Package with Bradford Portraits which includes 
Family Portrait and Wall Canvas portrait Plus One Night 
Stay at Ritz Carlton Resort in Palm Beach, Florida 

$500 

(Valued at $5500) 

2. Item Description $75 

(Valued at $250) 

3. Gift Certificate to Avante MediSpa for Photo Facial/IPL 
Treatment 

$150 

(Valued at $450) 

4. Financial Foundation Report by Amit Jain with Merrill 
Lynch 

$40 

(Valued at $250) 

6. Pretika Oxy Handspa $60 

(Valued at $150) 

7. Bath Junkie’s Fill’ R Up Bag (Exfoliating Scrub + Lotion) $20 

(Valued at $50) 

8. His and Hers Steel Quartz Watches from I.W. Marks 
Jewelers 

$200 

(Valued at $500) 

9. Investment Planning Package with Matthew Goff, LLC $50 

(Valued at $600) 

 CONSIGNED ITEMS  

1. Taylor Swift Signed CD with Record in Frame $200 

2. Hope Solo Signed 16 X 20 Photo in Frame $250 

3. Manny Pacquiao Signed 16 X 20 Photo in Frame $300 

 



 
 
 

4. Yao Ming Signed 8 X 10 Photo in Frame $300 

5. Olajuwon/Drexler Signed 8 X 10 Photo in Frame $400 

6. Vince Young/Major Applewhite/Chris Simms Signed 16 X 
20 Photo in Frame 

$350 

7. Brian Cushing Signed 16 X 20 Photo in Frame $300 

9. Jeff Bagwell/Craig Biggio Signed 16 X 20 Photo in Frame $400 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 
  

Job Opportunities 
 
 
 
Thompson, Coe Cousins & Irons, LLP 
 
Thompson, Coe, Cousins & Irons, LLP seeks a 2-5 year Insurance 
Coverage & Litigation Associate.  This position principally involves 
handling litigation matters, including the direct defense of insurance 
companies and the defense of property management companies, 
trucking companies, product manufacturers and other businesses.  
Candidates should have a working knowledge of state and federal civil 
procedure as well as experience with depositions, hearings, and 
insurance coverage.   Excellent advocacy and writing skills are a 
must.   Send resumes to:   employment@thompsoncoe.com. 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Current Department of Justice Attorney Vacancies 
 
Please visit: 
 
http://www.justice.gov/careers/legal/attvacancies.html  
 
for more information about job vacancies. 

 

 
 
 

If you would like to publicize job opportunities, community news, or personal SIDEBAR news, please contact 
AABA Secretary, Janine Yee, at jyee@porterhedges.com.  

http://www.justice.gov/careers/legal/attvacancies.html


 

 
 

Get to Know an AABA MEMBER! 
 

 
 

Name:  Kylie C. Ho 
 

Law School:  3L at South Texas College 
of Law 
 

Practice Areas of Interest  : Labor & 
Employment; Commercial Contracts 

 

If I weren’t an attorney, I would be . . . an event planner or grade school teacher. 

The oddest food I have ever eaten has been . . . . deep-fried shark meat. 
 

In my spare time, I enjoy . . . trying new restaurants because I am an amateur foodie.  I also 
love playing with my adopted puppies, Sam and Luna.. 
 
If my life were a movie, it would be called . . .  “What life?  I’m in law school.” 
 
In my opinion, the best restaurant in Houston is . . .  D’Amico’s Italian Market Café in Rice 
Village. 
 

The coolest store in Houston is . . . Hobby Lobby Arts & Crafts.  I could spend hours in 
there! 
 
The sports team(s) I root for is/are . . . Baylor Bears (sic’em!!), Houston Rockets, and Dallas 
Cowboys. 
 
My favorite decade for music is the 2000’s, and my favorite song is . . . I don’t have one, 
but my favorite artists are Thirty Seconds to Mars, Red Hot Chili Peppers, Daft Punk, and 
Bloc Party. 
 
My favorite quote is . . . “Bloom where you are planted.”  
 
I recommend reading . . . “I Declare” by Joel Osteen. 
 
Most AABA members probably don’t know that  . . . I was born in a refugee hospital in the 
Philippines. 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 

Get to Know an AABA MEMBER! 
 

 
 

Name:  Minh Q. Nguyen 
 

Firm:  Coane and Associates, PLLC 
 

Practice Areas: Labor and Employment, 
and Immigration Law 

If I weren’t an attorney, I would be . . . a think tank, focusing on nurturing and mentoring 
youg peoples’ creative minds in the arts. 

The oddest food I have ever eaten has been . . . . a “specialty” dish in Guangzhou, China.  It 
was odd because it was still moving. 
 
In my spare time, I enjoy . . . watching stand-up comedy – such as Kevin Hart, Chris Rock, 
and Dave Chapelle. 
 
If my life were a movie, it would be called . . .  “TheEarthisRound” 
 
In my opinion, the best restaurant in Houston is . . .  my mother’s cooking. 

The coolest store in Houston is . . . my phone, because I can use it to buy anything and I 
never have to set foot into any actual store. 
 
The sports team(s) I root for is/are . . . the Houston TEXANS and ROCKETS! 
 

My favorite decade for music is the early and middle ’90s, and my favorite song is . . . The 
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air (Theme Song). 
 
My favorite quote is . . . “Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; small 
minds discuss people.” – Eleanor Roosevelt. 
 
I recommend reading . . . “Endurance:  Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage” by Alfred Lansing, 
because twenty-eight men surviving in Antarctica in 1914 for two whole years is an amazing 
feat! 
 
Most AABA members probably don’t know that  . . . lived and worked in Manhattan as a 
professional photographer before going to law school. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Many thanks to our 2013 Major Underwriters! 

 

Diamond Dragon Underwriter 
 

 

 
 
 

Platinum Dragon Underwriters 
 

  
 

Gold Dragon Underwriters 
 

  

  

 



 

 

It’s that time of year again… 
Renew your  membership! 

 

 
 
 

The AABA is accepting membership applications and renewals for 2013! 

You may apply for membership online at www.aabahouston.com  
or by completing and submitting the attached form and dues. 

If you haven’t already applied for membership to the AABA, then you are missing 
out on all the benefits of membership. Members of the AABA receive significant 
discounts to all AABA events, as well as invitations to exclusive members-only 
seminars and programs such as the annual Corporate Counsel Dinner and inclusion 
in the Attorney Profiles Directory.  Become an AABA member today, and gain 
access to all of the networking, career enhancement, mentorship, and volunteer 
opportunities and resources that the AABA has to offer!   

Another terrific benefit of AABA membership is automatic membership in the 
National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (“NAPABA”).   

 
The  welcomes the following  

new and renewing members! 
 
Janis Chang, Gulf States Toyota, Inc. 

 
Loan-Anh Tran Kao 

Justin Chakrabarty, The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center 

Hon. Jay Karahan, Harris County Criminal Court-at-Law 
No. 8 

Faisac Charania, Charania & Associates PLLC Eduardo Martinez 
Paul Chung, Targa Resources Henry K. Nguyen, Law Office of Henry K. Nguyen, P.C. 
Sheila Enriquez, Briggs & Veselka Co Robert Rapfogel, Rapfogel Law Firm, PLLC 
Rea K Ferandez, Fulbright & Jaworski LLP Gary K. Shiu, Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP 
Shawn Grady, Sheehy, Ware & Pappas, P.C. Catherine Than, Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP 
Hon. Dan Hinde, 269th District Court Jane Vuong, Nguyen, Jazrawi & Chen, PLLC 
Grace Ho, Vinson & Elkins LLP  
 
  



   
 
 

         Asian American Bar Association of Houston 
 www.aabahouston.com                                                       2013 Membership Application/Renewal 

           
 $50 General Member 
 $25  Public Interest Attorney 
 $25  Government Attorney • Judge  
 $25  Solo Practitioner  
 $0 Law Student • Retired Attorney • Transitional Attorney* 

 
Bar Number and Jurisdiction                

Last Name          First Name          

Employer                
 
Address                 
 
City             State      ZIP       

Office #            Home #         

Fax #            E-Mail         

Area(s) of Practice               

Law School and Graduation Year             
 
Language(s) Spoken              
 
Would you like to receive the AABA Newsletter by E-Mail?       Yes      No 
 
Would you like your business contact information published in the 2013 AABA Directory?       Yes       No 
 
By completing this membership application, I hereby consent to the receipt of notice of meeting through electronic means.      
 
Please give us any comments or programming suggestions you might have:        
 
                  
 
Please indicate any committees on which you would be interested in serving: 

 
 Gala       Fundraising       Programs       Social/Networking       Community Relations/Pro Bono 

 Solo and Small Firm       Corporate Counsel       Mentorship/Law School Relations           
 

Make checks payable to AABA and submit application and fee to: 
 

AABA 
ATTN:  Membership 

P.O. Box 1554 
Houston, TX  77251 

 
Send any inquiries concerning AABA membership to  

membership@aabahouston.com, 
or contact Claire Lin at (713) 372-9218 or Claire.Lin@chevron.com. 

  
 
 

*Transitional attorneys refer to those attorneys currently not employed.    


